The history of recreation in Lakewood goes back to World War
i. On June 21, 1918 the City of Lakewood recsived a receipt
from the Citizens Savings and Trust Cempanv for $214,500 which
covered the purchzse price cf the Rhodes Estate, currently known
zs Lakewocd Park. Immediately after the property was acguired
improvemaents were made for the purpose of maxking it desirable

for park use. Picnic tzbles were purchased the first vear,
fencing was erschted soon after, and the folleowing vear saw the
construction of toilet facilities and the installation of

lichts.

Ten years oricr to the acguisition of the 2Rhodes propercy,
the City recsived from ann Wagar almost two acres of land in the
Madison-Hilliard arez. This area, known as Wagar Park, was

accepted by the city for a public park and/or library site. Ths
terms of the agreement required the city to make certain improve-
ments to the plot, thus making it desirable Zor park use. The
city complied with these demands with the result that today
agar Park is a well developed facility.

*{adison Park was purchased for ithe sum of $40,000 during
February, 1917. In 1919 $11,000 was voted by Council to improve
the site for park purpose. Equipment similar to the type in
Lakewood Park was purchased andé installed.

At abouit this same time Scenic Park was purchased from the
Clifton Park Association and the name changed to Lincoln Park.
Eventually the operation of the property was turned over to
the Board of Trustees of the Cleveland Metropolitan Park Board
as Lakewood's contribution to the Cleveland Metropolitan
Regional Park System., Lakewood still retains title to the
area, however, and the ball diamonds are operated by the Lake-
wcod Recreation Department.

The city initiated a recreational program shortly after
these large areas were acqguired. In 1921 the City Council voted

funds for a summer recreation program. That first city
zoprovriation providing for leadership was extended for an
z3ditional two wseks when the Council weted z further appropria-
zion of S103J. Sven a2t that early date, incidentally, csrtain
oatterns of playground Zesires and use showsd up that have clin-
zinued until the present time.

Lakxewoss Park z=nd the Harriscn School grounds were the first
=40 2rezs sslsctad Zor fhe summar 9lavy progral.  Trom o ths
vary oubset the program at the Harrison School was successiul
inscfar as atiracting children was concearned. The picturs was
oo osc fawveorsnles 3% iakaa:cd Teri, though, baczuss Za2y chilirasn
tanzured there, The darger of crcossing Twe malin stresis Wis
one cf the main reasons given for this negative zattracticn.
T2 racrazticn progran was flaxitle enouzsh so that scon afitsr-
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wards it w=s transiszrrad 1o lage
showad its worth by reason of the
crowds of children.

wr

Later “hat same sumnmer playground apparatus vas installea
at Mzdison Park whare it had the effect of introducing another
izarge group of children to ths advantagss of suparvised play.
Tre supervisor at Harrison Playvground devoted part, and at
times z11, of ezzh aftaraoscn to ths nay Playground a2nd in
company with the othar director spentc every evening ac Madiiscn
park.

The Y.M.C.h. cooparatad with ths city program that sars
vear by opsrating Two schoiolgrounds, Garfield and Grant-tiilson.
Tre Schocl Board, too, participated in tha early racrsation
affort by opening one of its buildings for the purposs of oro-
viding a home for handwork and handicraift programs. Tris
particular activity was also under the supervision of the

Wamaen's Civiec Club, hawsver.

Though the above described program cateread enly to children,
ths city was maxing progress in the adulx ractr2ation novaTant
with the installation of additicnzl improverents in the Parks
designed for adult use. Tennis courts and the picnic facilities
at Lakewood Park were the initial facilities added. Aas time
want on, other things such as bzll diamonds, sh2lter hcousas,
and the band shell in Lakewood Park were provided

Bonds were issued for these early capitol improvements, &
practice that has continued to the present day, but the costs

of operation of the program were supplied by funds taken from
the Park Department. g

At the time of the acquisition of the Rhodes property most
of the development of the city was taking place north of
Detroit Avenue. However, some of the earliest and most inten-
sive growth of Lakewood took place in the area in the immediate
vicinity of the carbon works, in the southeast portion of the

citv. fThe Zirst mwo great surgss of population growth in Lake-
wis03 occurred in cns southeast ané north porticns of tha city
in 1914 andi 1916, Mzdison and Lzkewood Parks ware idszlly
loczied in refersnce ©o the populaticns they wars designed o
serva, wWith the excsction oI the difficuity ar=ounterad with
condusting the childrens' play program at Lakewosod Park,
HEgar Fark Was 4 oot irn anikicipation © agilaticn growih
ir, the southwss=srly part ol =ha clty. T particulzr growih
occurrad in 1922-23 zni it was ot much later shat Lakewsod
waz virbualls builz up.

Muopisizssl parcisipation In raireacion wWas a_r=
sccepted Szct ip she eaxrly 3.'3, 335 wizn23sed DY < T TH&L
tha Cieswr Cgancil acpropriazed fuads for iz in 1221 ok
Zollowing yaars, buz zha lacx o2 an agency shargal coth
shs 3i3ministrazion ani the dsvalopment 2f aiiltion i
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Aside from the actual capital improvement program of the
Park System the recreztional appropriations were increased
from year to year. The program was so developed by 1922% that
it took more money to keep it going than could be spared fron
the operating budget of the Park Department. As =z result, =
tax levy proposal providing for a 1/10 mill for recreational
purposes was submitted to the public. Tha elactorate aporoved
the issue, vhich incidentz2lly, was for & five year psriod,
and this meant that the recreation program finally had its
own source of income. The initial sum amounted to about
$14,000 in 1925, and rose each year =zs the %ax duplicate of %he
city increased. 1In 15320 the same iszsus, ggzin fer 1/10 milil
was submitted to the citizens and again was approved for a
Tive year period.

The overall administration of the recreation program had
become quite complex by 1925. This was primarily due to the
many organizations interested in participating in the recrea-
tion program. The City Council sought to clarify the nmatter
by relinguishing its control of the oregram and giving it over
to the Board of Education. Thas Board agreedé to this proposal
and has been in charge of recreation ever since. It was agreeg
that the city would maintain city owned play areas, such as
Wagar and Madison Parks, but the Board would assume the responsi-
bility of providing the program and supervision on the areas,
in addition, of course, to supervising the play on school owned
property. Lakewood Park was exempted “rom this because it was
developed for a different type of operation. The agreement has
worked out satisfactorily, but it would seem to place an undue
burden on the Board of Education should the city acqguire more
properties than the Board could possibly supervise.

When the Board first took over the recreation program funds
were available only for the director and secretary, and the
program was no more extensive than the type formerly carried
out by the city. Gradually, though, the program exvandead as
more and more school grounds were put in use and the scopa

wi.

breaderned, until teoday alwest all of the scheool grounds, plus
tre city cwned Zacilities, are in use. Coincident with the
increszse in progperties put o racreationazl uss is =ha incrszss
in staZf, fcday numkbering azlmost 35 full tims ané par: tine
helpers for the suwmer pregram. Many innovaticns in progran
have been adcpted since then, so that at the presant time it is
alrogt 83 Zull time and part time helgers fzr the surmar Brogran.
dany innovaticns in preogran hsve been adcpiad zince thern, 53
That at the praesent tims it iz almosi unrscognizable from whacs
it was twentv-Ifive vears agc. Furtharnors, ths school prildings
and thelr szecizl Zfacilitiss, such as ks swimninz oool a2t “he
Zigh Echool, znd =zlimest 2ll the schiol zyms are usad, gormething
which was not Zong when the progrzm wWas Zirs:t uncdertaken,
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Lra cecunty varhk is gesnerally clicser o z center ¢f populaticn
than the facilities provided by the state z2nd Zederzl covern-
ments. The Cook County Forest Beservation that rings Chiczago
is an example of a county park. The regional authority is a
fairly new concept in the administration and operation ol
public recr=ztionzal :acilities, and is usually lcczted on the
re rioherv of a large city. ©Qur own local Metrcpolitan Park is
a splendid example of the type of fzcility provided by such

an organization.

Most public play arsas, cther than those operzted by the
cities within their cwn bordQV", are lccated sone distance away
from the city and, acc ord1na1y, the distance factor mzkes it
impecssible fto provide fcr “na dav 2o day needs of 211 Tembers
<Z the community. Fo i & think of

13
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fance, no par
sending & ycung chi playground T
from home unless he is accompanied by an adult. Tne lcclcal
result of this condition is that outlying parks usually co
not provide the means for intensive play opportunities,
except as incidental to the gathering of large crowds, as are
found at vicnics.

As 3 result of these c¢onditions it has fallen to the nunici-
pality to provide the area for active play within the city's
limits, and also Lo provide the personnsl necessary to super-
vise and lead the play on the areas. 1h1= concept of the city's
duties has grown within the last thirty or forty vears, zand

ncw is an accepted fact in almost every co“nun1ty in the
country. Most states, Ohio included, show their recognition of
this by having passed legislation permitting cities to levy
taxes for recreational purposes.

The reasons for Municipal management of recrsation are:

1. Municipal recreation afiords a large percentage of the
people their only cpportunity for forms of wholesome
recreation,

2. It is cnly through government that adequate lands
can be acguired.

e} e 3

2 3 - - = _— e - - o -1 g -
3. dMuniclipszl racrsaticn iz Zemgoratic ana Lnctluslvae
- e 3 - - - e LI
(¢ i3 Zfor 21! cecple, rich or poor, voung or oli).
A
i

. HMunicical recreation is conmparatively inexpensivs

1§}

- - e 2 em — - i
. The muniziral zoverrment gives permanency io

recreation.

4 Lt i = ~ ol 1 - = v - e - -
5. Ths conmplste job is tzo larse Ior zny grivats agseEncy.
Zank F e 3 M iy PR % - - 3 e e — P -
whern talling aocout resreaticgnal eres 1t Lsecimes nEec2ssary Lo
e o - = = e mrs =TT . i el
Zefine tarms., Fecreation is usually divided intc classes, a2ctiv
- -4 i - 3 N TF = o T =~ - S - - a P -~ —~
2nd passzive, znd sach class has its cwnh special reguirstents as
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fzr zs zrsas & noernad, The term "azctive rscreation
dsfines itself, me2aniny that the participents ars engaged in
»risk play such as basebzll, tennig and golfi, "Pagsive recrea-
#ion" takes the form of the quiet enjovment oI the area or
facilities, without reguiring much exsrtion on the part of thsa
participant. Picnickers are generzlly thought oI as being the
example of persons partaking in passive ragreation, but spectza-
tors at athletic eventz snioy passive recreation, as do parents
wne sit a: nlavgrounds and watch thelr children enzzgde in plas
activity. S

Thasa Sorms of racrzation ars carried out in the fosllowing
—woes o ars=a3s:

2lay lot -~ A small arsa for childran presthcol ags. Czna=-z1ly
it is of very small size, under a half acre., Such & facility is
not usually providsd by tha city bscause its smzll size nakes
it uneconomical to operate. There are circumstances, thougkh,
that sometimas make it necessary for the city to operate this
rily £3r children of grads schosl age, with 2
ide for the use of preschool sys children, and
vaed for adulits. The liational RFscresation
dard for the size of & playfieid is 4-7 acres,
2sad on the factor of on

ne acre of land per 800 p2ople. There
should be & playground within cne fourth to ons half mile of
every house, depending on population density. Eesides the
spacial area set aside for the exclusive use of preschool age
children, space should be allocated for the special type of
playground apparatus required for older children. Bordering the
apparatus area should be a tract providing for the free play
activities of the older age group. An athletic field is a must
on the playground, for it can be used to play a great variety

of sports other than the softball that is so popular in Lake-
wood. The suggssted ninimum size of the athletic .field is
almost thres acres,
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; gs =z oopirlation -f tha gountry continues
5 advancsz, increasingly moare atiention must bs given touwards
oroviding the older age group grezter omportunities for en-
jov7ins thair lsisurs hours. Therafore 2 quiet par=ion ¢f ths
playground with Zfacilities for such activities 33 sfulfle boarc
ani horss srmas should be set aside for the exclusive uss of
~his =zg= c¢roup. 3S2anches and tables, too, increase the ussiul-
nesz ¢f this particular tvps area.

The incluszisn of & shalier house rounds out the reguisicas
nzcessary for the succsessful cperation 2f 2 nsichosrhosd
plawground,

Dlzvfiald - An area ¢f ZIron 12 2o 20 zcras lecazad within a

Ails of svery home, mcre or less, depending upcon ths density

52 tha pogulazicn, The piawiiasld pravidss thz 302 rezvaazional
K-8



Zzcilizias zg +he reighborho:d olavyoround, 2ius zuch srpegial
fzatures as band shells, recreation kbuildings znd swimning
pocls.

There are still other types of recreation areas, such as
largs parks &and reservations, but LaXewocd zlready has the gocd
fortune to abut one of the bectar reservaticns in the country.
The Metropolitan Park provides facilities for goli, baseball,

oftball, horseback riding, hiking, nature pathe and oicnicking,
and park &rives that present & pvanorame o ever changing vistzas,

ty

3

According to the stancdards promulgated by the National
Fecreation Asscciation and ths other acgencies interested in
racreation, Lakewocd has cnly cne park, and it is tco small to
provids all of the activities zand arsas exgected from 3 park.
Hzdisaon Parx must be considered zs a pla;field anéd the othsr
city owned aresas actually are neighborhocd Dlaygrouncs. Proot

of the validity of the classi;lcatlons is found in the observe-
tion that Madison Park is limited in the type of recreational
facilities offered, it being physically impossible to conduct
there the variety of activities that should be acceommodated in
a park. The success that Madison Park has had with the Lake-
wood public spesaks wa2ll for the people that oparate znd use izt.

The Metropolitan Park offers an opportunity for scme of
Lakewood's youngsters to partake in day camp activities. A
camp lodge was constructed in the reservation by the Lakewood
Kiwanis Club in 1925 and its operation cdelegated to the Y.M.C.A.
Both the Y.M.C.A. and the Kiwanis Club sponsor day camp
programs at the lodge by providing the transportation to the
park and play leacders for groups of youngsters, but the camp
offers opportunities for many other organizations to sponsor

such trips. A facility that provides so much enjoyment should
get better use.

The boy scouts have a reservation in the park 'set aside
for them, and use it fairly intensively. Another special
facility provided by the iMetropolitan Park Board is a golf
course. Some =zrrangement shonuld be made to nake it possible

+o use the course as part of the city's recreation program, so
that golfing instructicn could ke given to Laxawoed residents.
This was triedé 2 faw yesars ags, buot ths ceosts were prohlbitivs
20 tTh2 orogran was dropoad,

The stands at the baseball field in Madison Parx make it
ocs3ible Zo use the field as & stadium, but ths parx is not
centrally locazitad in zslation fo the pcpulzticn of Lakeweced,
znd besides bsczuss of ths2 intersst in bassball it iz imzoroanc
tha* the Zield ke used Zor that sopcrt almost exclusively.

Iiher tThan two skating rinxs, n 23 Tezsn —ais
Zzyr winter scorts, despite the fzct Soening
actzivity in other northerxn cities, czn te expsciad
in 2 normal winter L2 nakxe it fesasi cme ziné of
3 wintsr procgran.
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Tnz possibllicy of develcopins special recreatlcenal arsag
and facilities such as s:lnming pools, public keachss and gol:
courses should be investigated. There is nmuch to bs szid in
favor of these and z great many cities of Lakewood's sizz have
cns Or mMore such propartises., Thars is currently much intsrest
expressed on the subject of & municipal swimming pool Ior ths
city. Many factors must be considered, bscause sucn an opera-
tion is quite complex. However, ths proposition is fezsible
gnd iz dsfinitaly worthy of stuidy,

The successiul cormmunizv center programs coniusced
racreation department in tha schosl buildings szem to
“hst perhzps & clity regcrszation fuiliing is unnasceszsar,
in the case of the subject of ny pasl, mors =%
is the province of this parti wili b= fad
deternine thz fact.

Analvsis of existing recreational zreas

The public school grounds are very important to ths recre

P = (=
tional schemz of Lakewsod. _ney are, ir gsneral, well located
with referance to the pupil distribution put unicrtunztelyy,
many of the scho2l grounds are t0o 2rall to czar ©o Th2 press
reducesd child populaticn ©f theixz surroundipng arazs, znd would
be entirely lnqdeauatﬂ should there be another change in the
nepulation composition of Lakewood, with young children being
in greater proporition of the population than they are now. No

Z the undersized school grounds can bz enlarged, but only at

an almost prohibitive cost. Serious consideration might have
to be given in the near future towards enlarging som2 of thess
playgrounds, however, if the need continues to remzin
critical.

Many authorities have done research on the prablem of the
amount of land required for a plavground. The "Places for
Playing in Cleveland" study, publiched in 1945, recommesnds 3-7
acres as the desirable size of a playground, or on2 acre per

1000 people. Thirtesn other agsncies listed in the report giv
figuras oI 2% acres {onlvy on2 under 3 acres) to 8 acres for a
fagility o2 this tvp=a. Various figurss are olifsrsed for tha
amount oI sguzare Zeet of playgrouni space that must b2 zllowad
oer child, ranging Zxom 13 sz, £, =0 5300 sg, Z zer child
Darticipating in the azzivicy, Ths stzndard u in ithis
particular study, using the schoolvard as z su tutz Zor the
playground, is 200 sg. £t. of plzay soace per enrollsd in
the grads sohool, This is 3 bzsic mininum, b oot in-
cludead ara the perochisl school chillidran »asi notha2 diz-
trict ssrved by the particular scipool vard, chiidren
use tha plzy zrseas and thsrsisre zpacs must o idsd EBcor
Tnem. This Zazczecr o Scanmizri 3=l raz tnssxrcaTive
The ficuraes showin mernt in tha zit
giemantary szhocols, z2 nzeded in =zg
schoclvard, Tompuites 15 a2ni thz

=



SUGGESTED DEFICIZNCY
SCEQCL CENSUS HINTIMUM PLAY YARD 02 SURPLUS
Franklin 305 1.4 zcres =-%.7 zcres
Gariielad 349 1.6 acres 0.9 acres
Grant 218 1.0 zcres =-0.7 acres
Herrison 215 1.0 acres -0.5% acres
Hayes 421 2.2 acres 3,1 acres
Lincolin 533 2.4 zeres -1.9 zacreass
Madiscn 539 2.4 acres Madison schoonl
cround is crerated
with Harding Jr, Zich
Mz¥iniew 236 2.0 acrss 0.7 acres
Roocgavel: 474 2.1 acres -0.6 acres
Tait 230 1.5 acres -0.3 acres

s
it

Accoréing to

e standards used there are only three school

vards that have a surplus of play space
the Hayes Schcol is barely nsgligible,

and the
Some oI

extra arsa at
the figures indi-

cate a serious deficiency in play space at certain schools and
in the case of the Earrison znd Zoosevelt zchools, conditicns
are actually much worse than are shown ii z thorough study of
the neighborhcod puplil distribution is made. The Harrison
Scheool district in particular has a wvery large elementary
schecl ags population, but the greatest m2jority of tha
cniléren in the arsa attendé che parocnizl schools. The saza
is true to z lesser degree in the Roosevelt school area.

Statistically, the picture is somewhat improved on the J-r.

High Schecol grounds, if the factor of 200 sg. ft. of play
space per student enrolled in the school is used. The sp
credited to the Madison Schoel grounds is included in the
Harding Jr. High figures:

SUGGESTZD DEZFICIENC

e

b4

. N S . oTE
SCEOQOQOL CLWNEUS MINIMUM PLAY YARD OR SURPLUS
Lo R b Ch eyl e
o ] . .
Zmersen 427 2.0 acres +0.6 acres
- =4 t=] = - I [~ - -
Hzriing 513 5.2 acras -J.% =Ccras
n eee
{2.3 EHzriing)
' LA 1 =
(2.4 J:dl:cn)
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o make it Lmperative

snbin =0 provide for ampls plaly SpEcs
cn Jr. High School grouncs.
PARES
Lzkewood Park 1.6 acres
Lincoln Parik
{Metropolitan) 20.0 acres
51.¢
ITDIGHBORECDD FLRYGROUNDS
zndrews Fisld 6.6 acres
Hz1l Tield 3.0 acres
viagar FPark 1.5 scxas
11,13
FUTURE PLAYGROUND
Land cought bu: in othsr use at prasant
Memorial Park 7.5 acres
PLAYFIELD
Maligon Tarn 15,23 zacres
I,akawood Park is the largest play area in the city. ts
31 zeres contain tennis courts, a picnic shelter and ather pic~
nic facilities, band stands, bowling gra=n and play area Ior
children. The park is used to godod advantags bv the public

during the summer months, heing a favorite
many large groups. There are indications
:ould use it for picnics pr
could be made available. The nunber of pe
fell off somewhat last year, although the
great as in previous vears. A reason for
the availability of picnic grounds in the
other areas making it possible for groups
town picnic facilities whenever they deem
share the picnic sheltar in Lakewood Park

r

he City Park Deparcmant cperaces =21
Takewssd Pavk and issussz ths wvarious Types
sanrmis courcs, vicnic shelter, bandstzné 2
S0 far the2 administrat gn suc
“hz charaster of thsz opera 2 park
part of it Zzr use in passi fion.
justified by the lzarge crow cla &n
cicnics and ozher types oI zxazio
i Takewood Farx i= rasani
=y £o5r many resid tz2in &

wadissn Parz, Zessize Lt is 2
Gf facilizy, Iz iz usai in: f2r =&

picric ground for
that even rore groups

ovided additional shelter space

mits for picnics
demand was about as
the decline in use is
Metropolitan Park and
+o use the out of

it inconvenient to
with another group.

pf the facilitiss in
of pariaits, such as
nd 35ftbhzll diamond.
cassful in prassrving
, ke2ping the greatssy
“hiz rolicy is
=+ uss ths parx for
n. A further trac-
S ) Sl izn
slzsz visw © jot=1
largs clzwrZisld tyss
-vive racraazticnal
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TRXTCE2s 2nd Wil recelve eTan Nors zush uss afser fha tws rew
sortball diaznonds are completed. The use ci the park is under-
going a chance, seemingly towards a greater use emphasis on
spectator sports activities. The hardball diamond was lighted
for night plazy and stands were installed.

The park serves cne ci the rost intensaly populated sections
in the city, one that has a large concentration of children.
Accordingly, the young chiléren's play zpparaius and other
facilities are in almcst constant use. There is alsc a wading
pcol operated for the veungsters. Tren the children's viswpoin:
it is wvery lucky the park is leocated where it is, in view of the
fact that the Ezrrison School grounds are inadeguate to satisfy
the demands put upen it.

Permits for the use cf the bassball dizmond ars issued by i
city, which also maintains the diamond along with the ras: of
the park, but the Board of Zducation's Depariment of RPecrsaticn
actually cperates the field. A caretaker in the citv's employ
issues permits Zor the tennis courts and collects the fees that

tn (D

ars charged for the use of ths lights for evening tenni

a I20tkall fis=ld is rmarksd cuf and made zvailable far olavy
suring cthe fall ssason. =& porticn of the vark is flocded and
used for ice skating durinc the winter months.

Wagar Park is the smallest of the city ownad plav areas
It has four tennis courts, unlichted, a chiléren's plav area
and a wading pool. The wadlng pool has not kbeen in o“e"ation
in recent years because of misuse on the public's part. Viagar
Park shows the results of trying to provide for the neads of
too many age groups on a small piece of property; no age group
is adeguately provided for. Consideration should be given to
the matter of removing the children's play facilities from the
park and installing them at the Madison-Harding Junior ngh
School ground Shuifle board and horsehce courts could then
be set out in the park for the conveniencs of the adults in tre

a
L5

reighborhood that are not too interested in *ennis. Pegardless
of the use ultinztely made of the arez, a ghelter house should
L2 constructed cn the sita.,

ARSx Tiwld will go inte sgeratiecn £hisz surmar, croviding
he public with 3z hardball and sof=:zll dizmons, basiesbzall
court, playground apvaratus and an area for voung children's
fres play, tennis courts and eventually, szme shuffle beard and
norseshoe pitching courts., The park is alzost sseven acres in
size and I1s located wary favorzbly with rafarsnce =cwaris
serving 2 large zzgment cf Laxkaweoed's copulatizn,

Zhe Hall orepersy, £zo, will te =zvzils T osuTTer omlaw
In 1942, ZScze sguicment was inmsz=zllesd l=z3 2r and tha
contemplazed Zuture inprovaments inciuds & structicn of =
spray oool, bagketball cocurt and horsashce ing court. The
znall size cof zhs precaris craglufes the i aticn =% =2

i
=i
=t



23 nd ani 2g 2z result only Znizzmzl clisy
=3 n3 anl oas z resul X, <
Wil ounas.

plzan was worksd out for ths develiopnent
of & reation use., The work can onlv b2
aff sing project is ramoved., fCzre was taksn
fata and drainzge lines us=d for ths projsct in
suc useful Zor the future dezvaloomant of iths
| oDl

A
2

t'.'

r2 than two acres of land imzediztely noxoh of tha Lickel
Flate tracks and north <f the projsct is bzing made availaple for
nlzv purposas on & terporary basis. Plavzround apparatus will ba
irstalled for tre voundsy chkildren a2nd e oldsy grouns will havs
& softbell diznond. These Zzcilitlies wi sarve The r=zigants of
“he housinz project znd thz immedizte ne arioond until Memorizl
Zark is built,

Lezdearship for the activities on olaygrounds and mast of the
city cwnad parks hzs ba2an provided by ths Bozrd of Education's
Fecraztion Deparinent ever since 1925, At the height of this
v22r's play sezson Lt iz supacrel that aztouz 835 nezple will be
ehplayeﬁ in the various divisions of che axsgran, kub _n*, numise s
tzpers down during the wintar months. The activities thar axe
provided for during the year zare the norning play school progran:
after school play yard; the summter playground program, community
center, both Jr. and Sr., swirming, tennis, basketball, hardball
and softbzll,

The Athletic Commission, appointed bv the Board of Education,
is composed of a Hardball Commission and a Softball Commission
and togethnr they prepare the amateur athletic programs. Each
commission works out a program for its group. The hardball
commission's program 1pcludes the Jr. hardball activity and the
girls' softball is under the supsrvision of the Softball
Commission. Most of Lhe foregoing activities are well known to
the averags Lakewood citizen and nzed no further explanation.
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Y omunlity Center trogram hais ra 2d its greatest success
WIth the adult psopulatisn cduring the 1= mali, wint2r ani saric
spring nonths. Grouss mest 2t the varicus schools and lszrvn
zni participais in Zoik% dancing, photograshy and varicus sohsx
zrts, ganmes and crafts, It is a progras that ig the 2nvy of
nany other communities znd one of which all Lekewsod should ke
justifizbly proud. 3Basides the adult progran, thera is also
ong for juniors. It iz nst s owsll zivanzed 23 the zdult pro-
jram, but will undounteily conitinus to improve W ths
zassing oI v==rs,

The 3Boari 5% Zducazion property znid ths egulsrent oo the
Drgoerty ls taxan cara oI By the Malintenance Dagartmant o the
Zcard, whsr2as ths Park TaparTmant vroviliss the mazircensnos of
Soard gparatel diamonis znd plavorsunis on cluy swmsesd
oxansxiy,

£=12
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. City Zupenditures Ior 2scrzatisn

th

The city nhas pursued s colicy of spending an increasing
anount of money on recreation aver since 193%. The follcwing
teble shows the totzl park budgei, with the amount se:t aside
Zor labor and the money for capital improvement by vears since

1939:

YDAR TOTAEL LRZOR CEPITLL IMPECYEMENT

1939 $ 11,360 $ 5,134

1240 12,891 7,849

1641 18,037 7,572

1342 12,830 13,724

1213 17,8653 520,300 (Hall 2rcparty)

1944 24,165 15,203 32,150 (Memorial Tark)
11,000 (&ndrews Field)

1915 28,780 21,785
1946 45,636 30,145
1947 75,395 30,538
19438 69,900 37,390
1949 112,550 65,000 (inclc
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The unusually large expenses of the past few yezrs are dus
mainly to the cost incurred improving the three new parks.
Once the new tennis courts, parking lo%ts, shuffle board courts
and other contemplated features are constructed, the park
budget shculd go down.

There are a few areas in Lakewood that are not well pro-
vided with open space suitable for play properties. The south
central and south western parts of Lakewood are the two areas
where pressure for additional space will probably build up in
the future. Both of these areas are comparatively. young as
Lakewood goes and will provide the good housing so desirable
for young couples for many more years to come. Tris in turn
provides a favorable environment for even more children in the

arez than there is now. Althcugh it is financially impcssible

“o zccomplish anything a2t pressnt, it would do0 well to £hink in
terms ©f 2 neichborhcod playsround loczatsd in the scuth cepeval-
wastzrn perition of the city, olus the considerztisa of enlarging
the Rsossvalt Schsol zrcunds,

The otheax arez that could use mors play space is the
Schgol districi. The cpening and further davelcpment of
E2ll propeviy and Andrews Field shcoulsd ralievs seme of =
Dressure in this particular Jdisitrici, bus thers zre & la
Zer of children who would find it more cenwvenient o uzas
SERE oL gwwmund fmes 2 it would ze lavgsr than it iz ors
ly. These childra: 2 t20 I=zr avway Zrzo Dewrsgit Avant
rzasonably =xtec £o walk o the Hall Drorcerty.




The possibility of having cons Or ganlza:;on vesponziblis Iox
recreation should be investigatad. At +he present time koih
the city and the Board of E neation are responsible for diffexsn
pheses of recreation and therz is somz ﬁJD71C=tiOﬁ ci s=rvice
=na functions. It is possible, study would indiczte that hs
present sponsorship of recreation is verv satisfactory and that
no changs is n=edsd. However, it is zlso possible that the
strdy might show m23ns TO z-comrlish a2 mors econonmical z2dmini-
stration and oSoeraticn &I ThE LYDIVIL.

» second skudy worthy of consideration is the possibil
permitsirng the recrsation Gapartrment to obialn Its oun sS5u
52 incoms, From 1333 ko 1235 ic operatsd on & 2/18 SEEE R
pit, as previouzly mantionsd, Ihz tax lsvy progosal wag Ss
in 1935. The lagislaturs anendisd Ssction 3525-13 i tn=
genzrzl code 1in Hzy, 1947 go that a five-tenths of a 2ill nay
be levied for racrzationzl purposss. 2zsed on the current valus
of thne tax duplicate, this vwiould amount to more than $5C,C00
& yaar, as contrastei to the $30,000 presently zlloceaziad tO
recreation by “he Board of ZiAuvcation. Thz extra funds could be
used to increass the stz2ff, $50,000 a year for recreation would
=ezn an expandizursz I 3,70 per person, a3 contrasted o Lns
voacemmended standzrd of $1.00 paer person. Tro National Fesrsa-
+ign Association recommends an expendliture of 5 .75 p2r person
for leadership ané § .25 for supplies and incidental expenses.,
I z21so suggast a sun o 50¢ per Derson b2 a2s necessary to mailn=-
+ain areas, buildirgs and £fac ilitisz ug=d in connection with
the recreation program. The city administration rhas baen
appropriating more ;h:n a dollar per person for its share of
recreation during the past three years.

SUMMARY

Lakewood has fairly well located outdoor recreational

facili;ﬁes, but some such as school grounds should be enlarged
and the south central west part of the city should hava a
reighborhood park of 4-~7 acres. Uﬁﬂle recognlzlng tha fact tnnt
it is fipancially impossible |
i~ is likewise impossibls
wocd must realizs that suc
futiere well baing 2f tha C
“he possibility of 2oz
sa-ilitias sheuld be inves=ig
the minis 2f 3z nunber of ° 2
gool, golf courss and cormunity .
~ham can bz damonstrazed, acticn s =
sare Aafiniss progzzans T alIompio =%,
- w=ason 22 b2 proud o= vectrszction
gran ieadzsrship zni its ical proper-
are many miore improvana it zan ani
cizizen is xilli:& =c wor+ Ior fhem.
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